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Evelyn Thérèse Schwalenberg was born on November 28th, 1925

to Herman and Anna Schwalenberg in Baltimore, Maryland.  She was the older of two girls—her sister, Ruth, being born 6 years later.  There was always a very special bond between the two sisters which has remained throughout their lives.
The Schwalenberg family moved several times as the girls were growing up due to Mr. Schwalenberg’s employment.  From Maryland they moved to California where Evelyn attended St. Monica’s Grammar School and High School.  In 1941 they moved to Kansas City, Missouri where Evelyn graduated from St. Teresa’s Academy.  They returned to California in 1943 where Evelyn attended Sawyer’s School of Business—graduating in 1945.  The skills she learned there as an executive secretary served her well all through her life.  In her prime she could type 100 words a minute!
Evelyn Thérèse entered the Daughters of Mary and Joseph on February 2nd, 1951 and took the name in Religion of Sister Thérèse Martin.  Her patron saint, Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, “the Little Flower”, became a guide for her all her life.  She lived the spirituality of St. Thérèse…of always relying on God’s merciful love and the belief that one can achieve goodness through performing the humblest and simplest of tasks.
As we came together to write the eulogy for our dear Thérèse, it seemed to us that she had two main calls in her life.  The first call was that of music.  Thérèse taught music for 17 years at Pius X High School in Downey.  Her music program was second to none.  Everyone wanted to be part of her Choral groups—whether it be the Sarton Chorus, the Madrigal Singers or other groups—that was where the life was!  Thérèse had the special gift of bringing out the best in us.  Those of us who had really not sung much at all before then, were now harmonizing and blending and enjoying a variety of music—from the Classical, to Negro Spirituals and beyond.  Her concerts were always sold out.  The audiences enjoyed them as much as the performers did.  Graduates would return for years to join in the annual performance of the “Halleluiah Chorus.”
Several DMJs cherish the memories of “choir practice” directed by Thérèse in the 50s and early 60s.  We’d meet in the lower social hall of St. Paul the Apostle on Saturday afternoon, aiming for crystal-clear high notes, remembering to breathe properly!  We loved those choir practices!

Thérèse was a gifted musician and Choral director, but even more important than what she accomplished--was the manner in how she did her ministry.  She always made the other person feel good—knowing that when talking with Thérèse, you had her undivided attention and that she really cared.  Often Thérèse would follow up a conversation with a little note or cute card.
Thérèse’s second main call in life was that of pastoral ministry.  After leaving Pius X, she worked for a while as secretary/receptionist at our Mary & Joseph Retreat Center, while studying for her Certificates in Pastoral Ministry and Gerontology. In 1974 she went to minister at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Los Angeles as a pastoral associate for 9 years.  Following that, she worked in an Amnesty program in San Diego for awhile and then came to Palos Verdes to work as secretary to the Provincial and to work with our elder sisters at Marian Residence. Thérèse shared with our older sisters her holistic approach to aging gracefully.  She did this through art, music, exercise—and caring—and always in a spirit of joy!
Thérèse was a true “Educator.”  She had a curious mind—interested in a myriad of things—from answers to a crossword puzzle, to the latest on the cosmos—or to a deeper understanding of God.  Thérèse loved books and over the past years established Oakspence—our DMJ library in Palos Verdes.  She always knew which were the “good books” to purchase and displayed them on the shelves in such an inviting way that one could spend hours just sitting there. Through her extraordinary sense of humor, creativity, and awareness and appreciation of art in all its forms, Thérèse taught us, by her example, to turn any situation into a pause for beauty--an occasion of awe and prayer.
Thérèse had a great affection for our Founder and for our DMJ community—both in California and internationally.  She would send out reminders of important dates we should be celebrating as well as sending personal notes for birthdays or anniversaries.
The last three weeks of Thérèse’s life were spent at Torrance Memorial Medical Center.  There she listened to the medical staff as they explained the condition of her heart.  Great thought and prayer went into her decision to undergo a new heart valve procedure….for you see, there were so many things she had left to finish.  During these three weeks she was a wonderful witness to the values she had lived all her life.  She took an interest in everyone who came into her room.  She was empathetic, she was humorous, she was agreeable—she was gracious! She was a pleasure to take care of.
A very special word to Thérèse all her life was the word JOY.  In the papers she wrote in the hospital entitled, “My Wishes After Death,” she wrote that she wanted the community to celebrate at dinner of the day she died with colorful decorations and wine!  “Rain or Shine—Rejoice!”, she told us.  Thérèse was a JOY to so many of us.  
It is said that we grow into and become how we see God.  For Thérèse this was especially true.  She saw God as “Goodness”, as “Joy”, as “Beauty”, as loving the little and insignificant.  We thank God for our dear Thérèse and for all the good she accomplished while with us.  Let us go forward in JOY!
